2022-2023 Summer Reading Assignment for English 10: American Literacies
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Imagine you have been charged with adapting Barbara Ehrenreich's book Nickel and Dimed into a film.

Part One

For each of the three major sections (“Serving in Florida,” “Scrubbing in Maine,” “Selling in Minnesota”),
choose 5 compelling moments or details that you would DEFINITELY want to appear in your film.
Moments should be small — a line of dialogue, a description of a place, a small event in one of
Ehrenreich’s days — but something that resonates with meaning. Each moment should capture an idea
that you feel is important in some way, a picture that’s worth a thousand words.

Beneath the description of each of the 15 details you choose, write 1-2 sentences in which you explain
why you chose that detail. What does this moment convey? Why does it belong in the film?

Be specific and be creative! Strive to make your 1-2-sentence commentaries clear and insightful, not
vague and vapid (“This was sad” or “I could relate to it” are not particularly helpful or incisive bits of
analysis.)

Part Two

If you could gather any audience to see this film--anyone at all, alive or dead--who would you want to
see it and why?

This assignment must be typed (not handwritten) and printed out to submit on the second day of
class. Please include your full name at the top of the page!
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