LFA SUMMER READING EXPECTATIONS Summer 2020

The information that follows highlights LFA English Summer Reading Expectations and
is posted on the school’'s Academic link (see www.Ifanet.org).

WHAT IS SUMMER READING?

Research shows that students who do not read over the summer actually experience
learning loss. In truth, the effect can be cumulative. Summer reading encourages
students to read while providing them direction for the next academic year.

WHAT IS OUR PHILOSOPHY ON SUMMER READING?

The English Department emphasizes an expansion of the definition of literacy (reading
and writing) and highlighting that different “texts” (literature, visual arts, music, social
media, people) can also be “read.” As a result, we emphasize multiliteracies
(information literacy, digital literacy, media literacy, film literacy) as well as literary

texts. A key part of summer reading is recognizing that different types of materials can
be read and enjoyed—while also preparing a student reader for the upcoming academic
year. We hope everyone can be a role model for good reading—which should be a
leisure activity but also—in an academic context—one that has purpose and

meaning. We have chosen texts we hope most students will enjoy!

WHAT IS OUR EXPECTATION OF SUMMER READING and the SUMMER ASSIGNMENT.

First, you are to meet and exceed the Summer Reading expectation(s)! Similar to our
reading expectancy throughout the year at LFA, print copies of these written texts are
preferable. An e-copy is acceptable ONLY for summer reading, but a student must be
able to annotate his/her work on an e-device. As you read, you should be aware of the
text’s form, structure, and content. Annotate the text. Engage with the author! Is a
book on tape acceptable? Only as a learning tool...you will also need a copy of the
book to better engage with the literature. There is an additional assignment to
complete for each course as you read your book explained below.

WHAT ASSESSMENT TOOLS WILL WE USE TO EVALUATE SUMMER READING?

Students should be prepared to address summer reading in their English class at the
immediate start of the school year. By the second day of class your summer
assignment is due and by the third day of class, your English teacher will assess
your summer reading. More than likely, your initial assessment will be done as an in-
class timed essay. The purpose of this essay will be to gauge your writing ability, have
you reflect on the reading, and demonstrate what you learned from the text. However,
your teacher could also have a quiz, test, or creative project connected to your summer
reading completion. Note, though, that by the end of the first week of school, you will
have been assessed over your summer reading(s). Some teachers may elaborate on
your summer reading during Cycle One and Cycle Two but each teacher will have some
type of writing assignment over the work. Also, (s)he will review the annotations that
you have completed, the notes you have done, and collect your Summer Assignment.




WHEN SHOULD I COMPLETE MY SUMMER READING?

Ultimately, this is up to you. We might gently suggest you take a break. Give yourself
June to kick back, do some leisure reading, and rest your eyes. But don’t wait too
long! We encourage you to read your summer reading sometime between July 1 and
August 15...but we also encourage you not to wait until the very last minute! Again,
read when you like but if you read it early in the summer, you will want to review the
book before classes begin. Hmmmm.....maybe not a bad idea to do it that way? A
second read is always preferable!

HOW SHOULD I BEST ANNOTATE THE TEXT FOR ANY OF THESE CHOICES?

Read the work closely, thoughtfully, and as deeply as you can. Annotate (mark up) the
text. Take notes in the margin regarding your thoughts and reactions, write down
questions, highlight quotations you think are particularly meaningful, and keep track of
questions, large and small, raised by the reading. Circle new vocabulary words and
use a dictionary when necessary (do not fool yourself into thinking that you know the
meanings of all words). Jot the definition of this new vocabulary word in the margin.

If color-coding helps (new characters, plot point, setting, symbols), use various
highlighters. Do NOT get in the habit of merely underlining. Your underlines/
annotations should have meaning and purpose!

Sophomores: take notes during Avalon as you “read” this film and complete the study guide!

To reiterate: the first week of the course, you will do writing based on the works(s).
During the school year we will use your summer reading texts as background for the
discussion of other works and of literature in general. NOTE FOR INTERATIONAL
and/or TRAVELING STUDENTS: Be sure to order the book early enough so you can
receive the text before you depart the United States to ensure you have a copy of it in
your hands! FOR ALL: AFTER READING, Remember to complete your Summer
Assignment. ALL ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS ARE POSTED ON LFA’S WEBSITE.

ALL INCOMING FRESHMEN
The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros | ISBN: 9780679734772 | Vintage
ASSIGNMENT: Annotate The If you have read this Reading Log
House on Mango Street and text before, re-read Assignment located on
complete the Freshman with this edition and LFA Summer Reading
Reading Log. annotate thoroughly Link

with a new perspective.

ALL INCOMING SOPHOMORES

The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan ISBN: 9780143038092 | Penguin Books
Avalon (FILM) Barry Levinson,
Director
ASSIGNMENT: Annotate The Study Guide
Joy Luck Club. Complete the Assignment on LFA
Avalon Study Guide. Summer Reading Link




AP LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION JUNIORS

The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde ISBN: 9780486278070 | Dover Thrift

Outliers: The Story of Success | Malcolm ISBN: 9780316017930 | Back Bay Books
Gladwell

ASSIGNMENT: Thoroughly

annotate each text. Highlight

new vocabulary. Be prepared

for your in-class writing

assignment. You should read

deeply and critically.

GLOBAL LITERACIES & ADVANCED COMPOSITION JUNIORS

The Other Wes Moore Wes Moore ISBN: 9780385528207 | Spiegel & Grau

ASSIGNMENT: Thoroughly Study Guide

annotate The Other Wes Moore.
Complete The Other Wes Moore
Study Guide.

Assignment on LFA
Summer Reading Link

ALL INCOMING SENIORS

Incoming Seniors (regardless of senior course) must read and annotate Chinua Achebe’s

Things Fall Apart.

In addition to Things Fall Apart. students taking AP Lit & Composition must read and
annotate Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Poetry Like a Professor: A Quippy & Sonorous

Guide to Verse.

Things Fall Apart Chinua ISBN: 9780385474542 | Penguin Books
Achebe

ASSIGNMENT: Study Guide

Thoroughly annotate Things Fall Assignment on

Apart. Complete the Summer LFA Summer

Reading Guide in outline form. You Reading Link

do not need to write complete

paragraphs but be prepared for

detailed discussions in class based on

your outline.

AP LIT STUDENTS ALSO READ: Thomas C. ISBN: 9780062113788 | Harper Perennial

How to Read Poetry Like a Professor: | Foster

A Quippy and Sonorous Guide to Verse

ASSIGNMENT:

Outline points in the margins of the
text. What main concepts/ideas do
you note; what vocabulary do you
not know; what questions does the
text raise?






